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We recognise and respect that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are first peoples and 

traditional owners of this country. We pay our respects to Elders both past and present and extend 

that respect to all Indigenous peoples of this land. We acknowledge the rich and diverse Cultures and 

the long history of Indigenous Australia. We understand the important role of maintaining these rich 

Cultures and the ongoing relationship with the land. 

 

©2025 Curijo Pty Ltd. All Rights Reserved.  
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We acknowledge the Traditional
Custodians of the lands we meet
on. We pay our respects to Elders

past and present. We recognise the
deep and continuing connection to

land  waters  and Culture.
Sovereignty was never ceded.
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We acknowledge the Traditional
Custodians of the lands we meet
on. We pay our respects to Elders

past and present. We recognise the
deep and continuing connection to

land  waters  and Culture.
Sovereignty was never ceded.
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Link to video: Ethical decision-making, the Ethics Centre (2021) (3.29mins) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0uwTBrgqxI%20(3.29mins)
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Applied Learning  
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We acknowledge the Traditional
Custodians of the lands we meet
on. We pay our respects to Elders

past and present. We recognise the
deep and continuing connection to

land  waters  and Culture.
Sovereignty was never ceded.
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Quiz 
 

You’ll now complete a 1-hour quiz. Please seek guidance from your facilitator  

 

Additional Notes 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Case Study: “Caught in the Middle: Levi’s Story” 
 

Levi is a 10-year-old Aboriginal boy currently living in a kinship placement with his maternal 

aunt  Naomi  and her partner  Darren. 

 

Levi has been in this placement for just over two years  following removal from his biological 

parents due to concerns of chronic neglect  exposure to family violence  and inconsistent 

school attendance. Naomi and Darren have strong Cultural ties to Levi’s maternal family group 

and broader community. 

 

They have been deeply committed to keeping Levi connected to his Culture  language  and 

family story. They regularly attend community events  take Levi to Cultural activities  and 

maintain relationships with extended family members. 

 

Despite these strengths  concerns have started to emerge regarding Levi’s education and 

emotional wellbeing. Naomi chose to homeschool Levi following disputes with his previous 

school. Reports indicate that Levi has become increasingly socially isolated  with limited peer 

interaction and minimal social supports outside of his family and school environment. 

 

Recent discussions have raised questions about the quality and consistency of the 
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homeschooling arrangements. Levi’s voice is becoming more prominent in case discussions. 

He has expressed confusion and fear regarding plans for restoration to his biological father  

Daniel. 

 

Levi recalls witnessing frightening incidents involving his father and has stated that he does not 

want to live with him. However  under permanency timeframes  restoration remains the 

Department’s primary case goal. 

 

Complicating the situation  Daniel has lodged legal proceedings seeking immediate restoration  

alleging that the Department’s refusal to restore Levi is racially discriminatory. Daniel claims 

that agencies favour non-biological carers over biological Aboriginal fathers and has 

threatened to involve media outlets if his concerns are not addressed. 

 

Meanwhile  a ROSH report has been received regarding Naomi and Darren’s care of Levi. 

The report alleges emotional neglect and educational neglect  focusing on Levi’s apparent 

social isolation  declining engagement in education  and increased withdrawal. 

 

Levi’s caseworker is now facing multiple  urgent ethical tensions: 

• Balancing Levi’s emotional safety and Cultural rights 

• Managing legal risks and media threats 

• Responding to new ROSH concerns sensitively and without bias 

• Ensuring Levi’s voice remains at the centre of all decision-making 

• The Department expects a permanency decision within six weeks. Levi’s wellbeing  

safety  Cultural identity  and future stability all hang in the balance. 

 

 

Congratulations! You have completed Topic 2 of the 

RISE Program. 
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